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seeing that thou canst not support her presence ? Now
tell us this thing, that \ve may know it : for certainly
the end of such a love must be worthy of knowledge?
And when she had spoken these words, not she only,
but all they that were with her, began to observe me,
waiting for my reply. Whereupon I said thus unto
them :—' Ladies, the end and aim of my Love was but
the salutation of that lady of whom I conceive that ye
are speaking; wherein alone I found that beatitude
which is the goal of desire. And now that it hath
pleased her to deny me this, Love, my Master, of his
great goodness, hath placed all my beatitude there
where my hope will not fail me.' Then those ladies
began to talk closely together ; and as I have seen sno\v
faff among the rain, so was their talk mingled with sighs.
But after a little, that lady who had been the first to
address me, addressed me again in these words : ' We
pray thee that thou wilt tell us wherein abideth this thy
beatitude/ And answering, I said but thus much*:
k In those words that do praise my lady.' To the which
she rejoined : ' If thy speech were true, those words
that thou didst write concerning thy condition would
have been written with another intent.'
Then I, being almost put to shame because of her
answer, went out from among them ; and as I walked,
I said within myself : c Seeing that there is so much
beatitude in those wTorcls which do praise my lady,
wherefore hath my speech of her been different ?' And
then I resolved that thenceforward I would choose for
the theme of my writings only the praise of this most
gracious being. But when I had thought exceedingly,
it seemed to me that I had taken to myself a theme
which was much too lofty, so that I dared not begin ; and
I remained during several days in the desire of speaking,
and the fear of beginning. After which it happened, as
I passed one day along a path which lay beside a stream
of very clear water, that there came upon me a great
desire to say somewhat in rhyme : but when I began
thinking how I should say it, methought that to speak
of her were unseemly, unless I spoke to other ladies in

